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Belleville and Rotnainville. The Duke of Treviso had to defend the intervening space from the canal to the Seine, and Marmont from the canal to the Marne. On the day of the attack, the 3oth of March, universal terror prevailed. The interior of every house was the abode of mourning and despair. Paris seemed like a city struck by the malediction of Heaven. The Duke of Rovigo had received instructions not to quit the capital before the Prince of Benevento.
This was strange, and it may serve as an answer to those who allege that the Emperor never respected social liberty where his interests were concerned. M. de Talleyrand was free to depart; it was only the Emperor's Minister who was detained captive, for his departure depended on that of the Prince of Benevento. But to quit Paris at that particular moment would not have suited the Prince's purpose. It was necessary to invent an excuse, and the following was thought of. I know not why the Duke of Rovigo has not related the circumstance as it really happened. Perhaps he wished to disguise, under the veil of silence, the sort of mystification that was played upon him.
Prince Talleyrand still remained in Paris, for his absence was not wished by the party who had been busily preparing white flags and cockades. That party wished to get rid of the Duke of Rovigo. He was devoted to the Emperor. I must render him this justice, if I have been severe to him on other points. What was wanted was to get him to depart, and to allow the Prince of Benevento to stay.
This object was effected by the clever management of Madame de Remusat. That lady repaired to the Prefecture of the Police. She was on terms of intimate friendship with M Etienne Pasquier, then Prefect. * My dear Baron,w said she, as she entered his cabinet, MI have come to request that you will do me a service.w "What is it ?" <( M. de Talleyrand must not quit Paris.)}
Accustomed as M. Pasquier was to extraordinary revolutions of opinions and parties, he could not repress a very significant expression of surprise while he listened to Madame de Remusat. It was some time before he made any reply. At length he said: "What can I do, madame ? M. de Talleyrand must quit Paris like all theless-te-mart, one of the Emperor's orderly officers. his inscrutable looks;ainst 150,000.pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
